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the house presents himself; for the master, he finds,
is no mere statue or ornament for a moment's wonder,
but a presence that demands all attention for himself
alone. Upon him, therefore, the visitor will steadfastly
fix his eyes till, in the continuous intensity of his
contemplation, he no longer sees the object he con-
templates, but his vision becomes, as it were, incorporate
therewith. Thus, what was at first a mere object
of sight, becomes an inward seeing which shuts
out even the memory of everything else he has ever
seen. In order, however, to make the simile exact
we must think of the master of the house not as a
man, but as a God, and, again, we must think of this
God as not merely appearing to the eyes of the visitor,
but as filling his soul: for this. alone will fitly
illustrate the difference between that lower power of
intelligence by which it contemplates what is in itself
and that higher power by which, in a flash of intuition
and inspiration, it grasps that which is beyond itself,
first seeing it, and then becoming one with what it
sees. And, while the former is the vision of an intelli-
gence which still is in possession of itself, the latter is
the intuition of an intelligence which is transported
beyond itself by love. For it is just when it has
drunk of this nectar which deprives it of understandL
ing, that it is reduced by love to that simple unity Of
being which is the perfect satisfaction of our souls/'*'
i VI, 7, 35.